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Subject: Music

Homework: Set on Satchel One every 2 weeks.
Tasks will include listening tasks, research and
refrieval quizzes.

Year
group

Term

Curriculum Focus

Aufumn 1

Students are infroduced to the fundamentals of music notation, including
pitch, rhythm and reading from the stave. They learn how to count rhythmes,
sing accurately and understand simple time signatures. Students begin
performing short melodies and explore the concept of ground bass.

Autumn 2

Students develop their understanding of harmony, call and response,
canon and the difference between sacred and secular music. They
continue building their notation and performance skills.

Spring 1

During the Spring term, Year 7 students explore notation, rhythm, instrument
families, and basic piano skills. The aim is to build their confidence in
reading music, performing, and understanding how different instruments
create sound.

Spring 2

Students start reading staff notation (treble and bass clef) and apply this
knowledge when learning to play basic melodies on the piano. Children
explore how music tells a story, including listening to Danse Macabre and
learning how it uses instruments to create atmosphere.

Summer 1

Students learn to play melodies and chords on the Ukulele to support the
musical learning they have been doing throughout the school year.

Summer 2

Students learn about instruments from other countries around the world and
how those instruments might be used in modern day film music.

Autumn 1

Students explore the history of American music, beginning with blues and
rock and roll. They learn about the cultural origins of these genres and
develop practical keyboard skills, including chords and walking bass lines.

Autumn 2

Students study popular music, learning about song structure, broken chords
and how melodies and accompaniments are constructed. They develop
their keyboard skills further, learning to play more complex chords.

Spring 1

Students learn about programme music and composers from different
musical periods. They use their music skills to compose and play pieces on
the piano as solos and duets.

Spring 2

They learn about leitmotifs and how they are used to represent
characters and places in film music.

Summer 1

Students build on their ukulele skills from last year and add more complex
chords to their chord library.

Summer 2

Students learn about musical icons and some of their most famous pieces.

Autumn 1

Students study Music for Media, beginning with video game music. They
explore how composers use motifs, character themes and atmospheric
music to support gameplay using Soundtrap.

Autumn 2

Students continue the Music for Media unit by learning how to compose for
specific products and audiences. They add sound effects, create short
compositions to a brief and learn how to evaluate their work.
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9 Spring 1 Students learn about music technology and how to compose dance music
using a DAW.

9 Spring 2 They explore different composing techniques available to them through the
use of a DAW to remix a piece of music.

9 Summer 1 Students learn about film music and compose music for specific characters.

9 Summer 1 Students use the music fechnology skills they have learnt to compose to
various briefs. This helps prepare them for tasks set in year 10.

10 Autumn 1 Students begin the BTEC Music course by exploring a wide range of musical
styles, including blues, rock and roll, reggae, pop-punk and film music. They
learn the key musical features of each genre and strengthen understanding
of stylistic features.

10 Autumn 2 Students prepare for their first assessed component (PSAT). They revisit the
musical styles studied in Autumn 1 and apply their knowledge to short
composition tasks. They learn how to analyse a brief, plan ideas and
produce work that meets assessment criteria.

10 Spring 1 Students start their first assessed component — exploring music products and
styles.

10 Spring 2 Students finish their first assessed component — exploring music products
and styles.

10 Summer 1 Students prepare for their second assessed component — music skills
development.

10 Summer 2 Students prepare for their second assessed component — music skills
development.

11 Autumn 1 PSA2- Students learn how to plan a long-term musical project, audit their
skills and set targets for improvement. Students practise composing to a
theme.

11 Autumn 2 PSA2- Students apply their skills to create their final musical outcomes. They
refine their compositions or performances, develop their music technology
skills and learn how to evaluate their work in detail.

11 Spring 1 Students do their third and final assessed component —responding to a
music brief.

11 Spring 2 Students do their third and final assessed component — responding to a
music brief and re-sit any coursework they need to.

11 Summer 1 Students finish their third and final assessed component —responding to a
music brief and re-sit any coursework they need to.

11 Summer 2 Student begin revising for other exam subjects.
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