
Summer 2

‘The Dark’, ‘It’s a no Money Day’

Curriculum Journey

ENGLISH
Subject Vision

All students, regardless of their starting point 

and background, develop a love of 

language, an enjoyment of reading and 

embark on a journey to become articulate 

and confident communicators.

Aims:

• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding.

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 
information.

• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.

• Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.

• Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in 
and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.

• Use discussion in order to learn. Pupils should be able to elaborate and clearly 
explain their understanding and ideas.

• Be competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal 
presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

Autumn 2

‘Pumpkin Soup’, ‘The invisible’, ‘The 

Gingerbread Man’, ‘Standing up to 

Racism’, ‘Celebrations around the world’

RWI Phonics

Programme

Autumn 1

‘What Makes Me a Me?’, ‘Each Peach Pear Plum’, 

‘The Wonder’, ‘I’m (almost) always kind’, ‘The Squirrels 

who squabbled’

Spring 1

‘Chicken Clicking’, ‘Luna loves Art’, 

‘Shu Lin’s Grandpa’, ‘Mr Wolf’s 

Pancakes’, ‘Anansi and the Golden 

Pot’

Summer 1
‘Clean up’, ‘Winnie the Pooh helps the Bees’, 

‘Pear Shaped’, ‘William Bee things that go’ 

Spring 2

‘Tad’, ‘Mrs. Noah’s Garden’, ‘ Martha maps it 

out’, ‘The Story Orchestra’

RWI Phonics

Programme

Writing to:

Entertain and Inform

Reading:

Decoding, Explain, 

Retrieval

Core Texts:
‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon

‘Where the Wild things are’ by Maurice Sendak

‘The Storm Whale’ by Benji Davies

‘The Owl and the Pussy-Cat’ by Edward Lear

Il lustrated stories from Aesop

‘The tale of Peter Rabbit’ by Beatrix Potter

‘Look up!’ by Nathan Byron

‘Here we are’ by Oliver Jeffers

Chocolate Cake by Michael Rosen

‘There’s a rang-tan in my bedroom’ by James Sellick

‘And Tango Makes Three’ by Justin Richardson

‘The Lion Inside’ by Rachel Bright

‘The Proudest Blue’ by Ibtihaj Muhammad

RWI Phonics

Programme/CUSP 

Spelling Programme

Writing to:

Entertain and Inform

Core Texts:

‘Grandad’s Island’ by Benji Davies

‘Mrs. Noah’s Pockets’ by Jackie Morris

‘Paddington’ by Michael Bond

‘The Christmas Pine’ by Julia Donaldson

‘Coming to England’ by Benjamin Floella

‘The Street beneath my Feet’ by Charlotte Gullian

‘The Rhythm of the Rain’ by Grahame Baker-Smith

‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ by Roald Dahl

Reading:

Decoding, Explain, 

Retrieval

CUSP Spelling

Programme

Reading:

Decoding, Explain, 

Retrieval, Interpret

Core Texts:

‘Greta and the Giants’ by Zoe Tucker

‘The Pebble in my Pocket’ by Meredith Hooper

‘Leon and the Place Between’ by Angela McAllister

‘Sam Wu is not afraid of the Dark’ by Katie Tsang

‘Operation Gadgetman!” by Malorie Blackman

‘The Dancing Bear’ by Michael Morpurgo

‘The Magician’s Nephew’ by C S Lewis

CUSP Spelling

Programme

Reading:

Decoding, Explain, 

Retrieval, Interpret

Core Texts:

‘Varjak Paw’ by S F Said

‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ by Onjali Q Rauf

‘Young, Gifted and Black’ by Jamia Wilson

‘The Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame

CUSP Spelling

Programme

Reading:

Decoding, Explain, 

Retrieval, Interpret, 

Choice

Writing to:

Entertain, Inform and 

Persuade

Core Texts:

‘Shackleton’s Journey’ by William Grill

‘Secrets of a Sun King’ by Emma Carroll

‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ by William Shakespeare 

(adapted by Andrew Matthews)

‘I am not a Label’ by Cerrie Burnell

‘Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen

‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell

‘Five Children & It’ by E Nesbit

Writing to:

Entertain, Inform, 

Persuade and Discuss

CUSP Spelling

Programme

Reading:

Decoding, Explain, 

Retrieval, Interpret, 

Choice

Core Texts:

‘Rooftoppers’ by Katherine Rundell

‘Pig-Heart Boy’ by Malorie Blackman

‘How to Live Forever’ by Colin Thompson

‘All Aboard the Empire Windrush’ by Jillian Powell

‘The Island’ by Armin Greder

‘Skellig’ by David Almond

‘Dare to be You’ by Matthew Syed

‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens

Writing to:

Entertain, Inform and 

Persuade

Writing to:

Entertain, Inform, 

Persuade and Discuss
HT1 – Narrative Structures: 

‘Ghost Boys’ by Jewell 

Parker Rhodes 

HT2 – Applying 

Rhetoric: 

Birmingham, Britain, 

and Beyond

HT3 – Exploring 

Poetic Methods: 

‘The Girl who 

Became a Tree’ by 

Joseph Coelho

HT4 – Exploring 

Themes: ‘Much Ado 

About Nothing’ by 

William Shakespeare

HT5 – Developing an 

Argument: Protecting 

Our Planet

HT6 – Using 

Allusions: Origins

HT1 – Conscious 

Crafting: The Gothic

HT2 – Exploring Bias and Tone: 

‘Noughts and Crosses (The Play)’ 

by Malorie Blackman

HT3 – Analysing Writer’s Ideas: 

Protest Poetry

HT5 – Exploring 

Rhetoric: Heroic 

Voices

HT4 – Tracking Themes: 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ by William 

Shakespeare

HT6 – Character 

Development: ‘Heroes’ 

by Robert Cormier

HT1 – Exploring Themes: 

Dystopian Fiction

HT2 – Analysing 

Rhetoric: ‘Animal 

Farm’ by George 

Orwell

HT3 – Applying 

Rhetoric: Through Our 

Eyes

HT5 – Narrative 

Structures: ‘Jekyll and 

Hyde’ by Robert Louis 

Stevenson

HT4 – Exploring 

Tragedy: ‘Othello’ 

by William 

Shakespeare

HT6 – Analysing 

Methods: War 

Poetry

HT2: English 

Language Paper 2

HT1: ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

by Charles Dickens

HT3: ‘An Inspector Calls’ 

by J B Priestley

HT5: Power and 

Conflict Poetry

HT6: Unseen Poetry 

and Speaking & 

ListeningHT1: ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

by William Shakespeare

HT2: Unseen Poetry and 

Language Paper 2 Revision

HT3: Literature 

Revision, Missing 

texts if students 

started later

HT4: Language 

Revision and Mock 

Exam Feedback

HT5: Final Revision (Lang & Lit)

GCSE Exam Board: AQA

HT4: English 

Language Paper 1

Year 7 

Guided 

Reading Texts:

• ‘We are 

Wolves‘

• Welcome 

to 

Nowhere’

• ‘Once’

• ‘A Monster 

Calls’

• ‘Darkside’

Year 8 

Guided 

Reading Texts:

• ‘Moonrise’

• ‘Long way 

down’

• ‘Terror Kid’

• ‘Where the 

world 

ends’

• ‘Private 

Peaceful’

• ‘Dread 

Wood’

Year 9 

Guided 

Reading Texts:

• ‘‘The Hate 

U Give’

• ‘Boys 

Don’t Cry’

• ‘The Giver’

• ‘The Knife 

of Never 

Letting Go’

• ‘Of Mice 

and Men’
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