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English Literature

• Paper 1: Shakespeare (‘Macbeth’) and 
19th century fiction (‘A Christmas Carol’).

(1 hour 45 minutes)

• Paper 2: Modern texts (‘An Inspector 
Calls’), Poetry (‘Power and Conflict’) and 
Unseen Poetry.

(2 hours 15 minutes)



English Literature

• The exams are all closed book, so students 
are expected to learn some quotations.

• On paper 1, the exam questions have an 
extract.

• On paper 2, the Power and Conflict 
question has a copy of the named poem.





English Literature

• For the November mock exams, students will 
do Paper 1 Section A (‘Macbeth’) and Paper 2 
Section B (‘Power and Conflict’).

• For the March mock exams, students will do all 
of Paper 1 and Paper 2.

• The real GCSE exams are:

English Literature:

Paper 1: Wednesday 13th May 2020 am

Paper 2: Thursday 21st May 2020 am



English Language

• Component 1: 20th century fiction and 
creative prose writing (1 hour 45 minutes).

• Component 2: 19th and 21st century non-
fiction and transactional writing (2 hours).

• If students don’t achieve a grade 4 in 
English Language at the end of Year 11, 
they will have to resit in Year 12.



English Language

• For the November mock exams, students 
will do Component 1.

• For the March mock exams, students will 
do both Component 1 and Component 2.

• The real GCSE exams are:

Component 1: Tuesday 2nd June 2020 am

Component 2: Friday 5th June 2020 am



English Language

Revision tips:

This is an unseen exam, so to revise, students 
should know how to answer the questions 
then practice doing exam papers in timed 
conditions.

• Learn the information on the Knowledge 
Organiser on Show my Homework.

• Complete practice exam papers.

• Read 20th century fiction.



• ‘An Inspector Calls’: Year 11 on Wednesday 
12th November

• ‘Poetry Live!’: Year 11 on Monday 26th January 

• Macbeth at the Globe Theatre March 2019.

Trips – payment on Parent Pay



English Literature and 
Language
Revision tips:

TestLearnFilterGather



Gather Filter Learn Test

10% of your time 30% of your time 40% of your time 20% of your time

You will need:

 Exercise books

 Revision Guides

 Knowledge 

Organisers

 Revision Websites 

 Old Exam papers

 Model answers

Before you start, rank the 

topics you need to cover 

from most to least 

confidence. Begin with 

the topics lowest on the 

list. 

Read through and 

become familiar with the 

information you need to 

know in order to be 

successful.

Identify any bits of 

knowledge you have 

missing and go to see 

your teacher to help fill 

this gap. 

Reduce the amount of 

information you have 

down to the essential 

parts of the knowledge. 

You could do this by:

Creating mind maps or 

flash cards. 

Creating Crib Sheets 

(these are like pages 

from a revision guide with 

all the essential 

information. 

Writing “perfect” exam 

answers from your notes. 

Making your own 

knowledge organiser or 

summary sheet. 

Use these strategies to 

learn the information so 

that you can recall it 

easily:

Look/cover/write/check. 

Read and repeat 

information for 2-3 

minutes, do something 

else for 10 minutes and 

then try to recreate from 

memory. 

Complete exam 

questions and then go 

back to self mark. Fill in 

the gaps in a different 

colour pen. Revise the 

bits you missed again. 

Low Stakes Testing

Easy, quick quizzes which 

test small pieces of 

knowledge. This works 

well for simple facts, 

dates, key words you 

should test within 24 hours 

to anchor learning in your 

memory.

FLASHCARDS: Create one 

pile or list of things you 

know, and one of things 

you didn’t know. Revisit 

the ‘didn’t know’ pile 

until you can move them 

to the do know pile.

High Stakes Testing

These are longer exam 

style questions which 

apply knowledge as you 

would have to in the 

exam. 

These should be 

completed within 48-72 

hours of revising a topic 

and then repeated 

regularly to keep your 

revision “fresh”.  













Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.



English Language Knowledge Organisers

You MUST know the formats and features of the following text types for your exam. You will be 

asked to write one of these text types: 

Letter
Their Address Your Address

Date
Dear….
RE: (say what the letter is about, or regarding, give an idea of your tone).
3 Clear ideas/ ethos, pathos, logos
Yours sincerely/faithfully.
Letter to a newspaper editor
As above but use Dear Editor, and yours faithfully. Remember: the editor chooses some letters to 
print in the paper, so your audience is the editor, and the people who read the paper.

Speech/Talk/Assembly
Welcome Ladies and Gentlemen, (or EBI address the target audience).
Today I will be talking to you about the important topic of…..
3 Clear ideas/ ethos, pathos, logos
Thank you for listening.

Opinionated Article
Headline (Often includes puns or wordplay and gives your tone and opinion).
Byline (By Peter Jones)
Summary (3rd person: explain who wrote the article, and what the article is about in two 
sentences).
3 Clear ideas/ ethos, pathos, logos
You can use subheadings if you want, but come up with engaging ones.



English Language Knowledge Organisers

What to do in your English Language Exams 

Component 1: 

THE FIRST LANGUAGE EXAM this exam is 1hr 45mins long. 1 hour reading, 45 mins 

writing.

Begin with the READING: SECTION A: Narrative Reading.

You get 1.5 minutes per mark in this section of the paper. Look carefully at the 

number of marks available. You will read one text in this part of the paper and 

you will be directed to answer on particular lines. Draw a box around the lines 

before you start answering.

Q1.1 – 5 marks, 7mins, SELECT and INFER. List 5 things…/ What do we learn 

about…. You can make more than 5 points if you want. Make sure you include 

units (miles, minutes etc). Use very short quotes and select the bits you need 

quoting them. Work out the focus of the question and highlight it before you 

begin.

Q1.2 – 5 marks, 7mins, ANALYSE How does the writer…/ What impressions

Write What/How answers. Keep these short and , track through the text 

methodically. Write about 3-5 quotes. Use a range of adjectives to describe the 

focus 1 mark per quote and comment.



English Language Knowledge Organisers



LO; To be able to use the PiXL Unlock App to improve my 

vocabulary.

The PiXL Unlock App

vocab.pixl.org.uk

BV977

Surnamefirstinitial

Password

Download the app for any device. 

Then enter the school ID and your 

username. 

Your username is your surname and first 

initial. 

My name is Anna Burrells, so my 

username would be burrellsa

Everyone’s password is Password.

https://vocab.pixl.org.uk/


Read as much and as often as you can.

Read this!
Not this!

Read widely



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Treating November Mock as a really valuable opportunity

Date Paper

WEDNESDAY 13th November Biology Paper 2 Combined and Triple 9AM

MONDAY 18th November Chemistry Paper 2 Combined and Triple 9AM

WEDNESDAY 20th November Physics Paper 2 Combined and Triple 9AM



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenge: Lots to remember

Remember KRAVE

K KOR tasks Is my child completing KOR tasks on a weekly basis?

R Revision guides Is my child equipped with revision, practical books & extra questions?

A Accessing SMHW Is my child getting all the homework resources on SMHW and Seneca?

V Varying revision Is my child revising all topics or just what they feel safe with?

E Exam questions Is my child focusing their revision around past exam questions?





H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenges: Getting what you know down in the right way

Check point tasks and feedback

Mock exam question level analysis

Using Pixl questions and answers on SMHW



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenges: Knowledge of practical experiments

The practical books contain the experiments that need to be understood 
alongside questions
In the week leading up to the exam you could encourage them to re-answer 
questions or test them on details laid out in method.



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenges: Understanding graphs and calculations

Students will be attending a “maths in science seminar”

Buy the maths in science book



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenge: Lots to remember

Remember KRAVE

K KOR tasks Is my child completing KOR tasks on a weekly basis?

R Revision guides Is my child equipped with revision, practical books & extra questions?

A Accessing SMHW Is my child getting all the homework resources on SMHW and Seneca?

V Varying revision Is my child revising all topics or just what they feel safe with?

E Exam questions Is my child focusing their revision around past exam questions?



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

How to support your child through 

GCSE Maths.

Mr K Gurney

kjg@Bournville.bham.sch.uk

mailto:kjg@Bournville.bham.sch.uk


Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

How is it assessed?

100 % exam

Three papers each 80 marks  

Each paper 1.5 hours

The new grading structure is from grade 9 to 1, which has replaced 

the familiar A* to G grading scale.  9 will be the highest grade, 1 the 

lowest.

Grades available 

Higher 4-9

Foundation 1-5

Grade 7 anchored to a grade A

Grade 4 anchored to a grade C  



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Tier of Entry

Grades available 

Higher 4-9 and  Foundation 1-5

Crossover grade 4 and 5 ( 4 is equivalent to a grade C) 

Review assessments and exam papers. 

Final decision needs to be made by March 2020



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

What is new?

More demanding for everyone

The volume of subject content has increased for both tier

More difficult topic introduced

The total time for the examinations is increasing, form 3 ½ hours to 4 ½ hours

In the assessments there’s a greater emphasis on problem solving and 

mathematical reasoning

Students will be required to memorise formulae – fewer formulae will be 

provided in examinations



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

We are currently using the PIXL Maths App to promote regular everyday 

practice. Alongside setting regular tasks the app offers the opportunity to 

target topics at different grades.

The app is available from the App Store, Google Play Store, Amazon App 

Store and through an internet browser by the following link:



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

For those doing Foundation we recommend starting with the Grade 1/2/3 

challenge until your child is fluent in the topics covered. For those on the Higher 

paper we recommend starting with the Grade 4 challenge until fluent in the 

topics covered,



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

The other website we recommend is Corbettmaths.

https://corbettmaths.com/

Corbett Maths is a free site that your child can access that provides a great deal 

of supporting material and question practice. Teachers often use Corbett Maths 

worksheets and practice questions

https://corbettmaths.com/


Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Problem:

Students do not have confidence with exam 

style questions.



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Maths anxiety is a type of anxiety that 

specifically interferes with mathematics, and is 

not the same as general anxiety. It can have a 

large detrimental impact on pupils’ learning by 

overloading their working memory or causing 

them to avoid mathematics. Mathematics 

anxiety tends to increase with age, but there are 

signs of it appearing even in children in Key 

Stage 1.

Source: EEF



Mr Gurney’s
MATHS GCSE

PAPERS SOCIETY

Mondays

Wednesdays

B34 Break 1

Note: Biscuits and Papers supplied to those who inform Mr Gurney before arriving

Practices

Makes

Progress



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Recommended maths  websites

www.examsolutions.net

www.mathsgenie.co.uk

www.mathsapp.pixl.org.uk

www.corbettmaths.com

www.edexcel.co.uk

Dr Frost maths 

http://www.examsolutions.net/
http://www.mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.edexcel.co.uk/

