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English Literature

• Paper 1: Shakespeare (‘Macbeth’) and 
19th century fiction (‘A Christmas Carol’).

(1 hour 45 minutes)

• Paper 2: Modern texts (‘An Inspector 
Calls’), Poetry (‘Power and Conflict’) and 
Unseen Poetry.

(2 hours 15 minutes)



English Literature

• The exams are all closed book, so students 
are expected to learn some quotations.

• On paper 1, the exam questions have an 
extract.

• On paper 2, the Power and Conflict 
question has a copy of the named poem.





English Literature

• For the November mock exams, students 
will do Paper 1 Section A (‘Macbeth’) and
Paper 2 Section B (‘Power and Conflict’).

• For the March mock exams, students will 
do all of Paper 1 and Paper 2.

• The real GCSE exam are:
• Paper 1: Wednesday 15th May(pm)
• Paper 2: Thursday 23rd May (am)



English Literature

Revision tips:

TestLearnFilterGather



Gather Filter Learn Test

10% of your time 30% of your time 40% of your time 20% of your time

You will need:

 Exercise books

 Revision Guides

 Knowledge 

Organisers

 Revision Websites 

 Old Exam papers

 Model answers

Before you start, rank the 

topics you need to cover 

from most to least 

confidence. Begin with 

the topics lowest on the 

list. 

Read through and 

become familiar with the 

information you need to 

know in order to be 

successful.

Identify any bits of 

knowledge you have 

missing and go to see 

your teacher to help fill 

this gap. 

Reduce the amount of 

information you have 

down to the essential 

parts of the knowledge. 

You could do this by:

Creating mind maps or 

flash cards. 

Creating Crib Sheets 

(these are like pages 

from a revision guide with 

all the essential 

information. 

Writing “perfect” exam 

answers from your notes. 

Making your own 

knowledge organiser or 

summary sheet. 

Use these strategies to 

learn the information so 

that you can recall it 

easily:

Look/cover/write/check. 

Read and repeat 

information for 2-3 

minutes, do something 

else for 10 minutes and 

then try to recreate from 

memory. 

Complete exam 

questions and then go 

back to self mark. Fill in 

the gaps in a different 

colour pen. Revise the 

bits you missed again. 

Low Stakes Testing

Easy, quick quizzes which 

test small pieces of 

knowledge. This works 

well for simple facts, 

dates, key words or 

important formulae. 

You must complete some 

low stakes testing within 

24 hours of revising a 

topic to anchor learning 

in your memory.

High Stakes Testing

These are longer exam 

style questions which 

apply knowledge as you 

would have to in the 

exam. 

These should be 

completed within 48-72 

hours of revising a topic 

and then repeated 

regularly to keep your 

revision “fresh”.  











Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.



English Language

• Component 1: 20th century fiction and 
creative prose writing (1 hour 45 minutes).

• Component 2: 19th and 21st century non-
fiction and transactional writing (2 hours).

• If students don’t achieve a grade 4 in 
English Language at the end of Year 11, 
they will have to resit in Year 12.



English Language

• For the November mock exams, students 
will do Component 1.

• For the March mock exams, students will 
do both Component 1 and Component 2.

• The real GCSE exam are:
• Component 1: Tuesday 4th June (am)

• Component 2: Friday 7th June (am)



English Language

Revision tips:

This is an unseen exam, so to revise, students 
should know how to answer the questions 
then practice doing exam papers in timed 
conditions.

• Learn the information on the Knowledge 
Organiser on Show my Homework.

• Complete practice exam papers.

• Read 20th century fiction.



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

How to help your child be 

successful in Mathematics.

Mr K Gurney
Associate Assistant Head Teacher of Mathematics



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Problem:

Students do not have confidence with 

exam style questions.



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Maths anxiety is a type of anxiety that 

specifically interferes with mathematics, and is 

not the same as general anxiety. It can have a 

large detrimental impact on pupils’ learning by 

overloading their working memory or causing 

them to avoid mathematics. Mathematics 

anxiety tends to increase with age, but there 

are signs of it appearing even in children in Key 

Stage 1.

Source:EEF



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Our solution:

1. Weekly homework exposing students to 

exam style questions with answers 

provided.

2. Walking talking mock on SMHW



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Our solution:

2.   Walking talking mock on SMHW

Three papers for each of higher and foundation

- Power Point
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More than 

one method

1040 to 1100 20 minutes
1100 to 1300 2 × 60 = 120 minutes
1300 to 1358 58 minutes

198 minutes  =  180 minutes + 18 minutes
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4n is a multiple of 4, therefore it is a multiple of 2, and 
is even.  4n + 1 must, therefore, be odd.
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Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Problem:

Basic arithmetic was poor, especially with 

the less able, contributing to many not 

completing the examination paper.

They don’t know their times tables!



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Solution:

Daily practice!

Times tables practice will be the focus of 

‘Do Now’ works for the next half term.



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Problem:

Literacy in mathematics



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Solution:

- Learn it 

- Define it

- Use it

- Link it

- Deconstruct it



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Solution:

For example, percent

Learn it: Percent or %

Define it: Cent  = one hundred ‘by the hundred’

Use it: There was 20% off the TV



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Solution:

Link it: Cent = ‘one hundredth of a dollar’

Century = one hundred years

Centenarian = a person who is one 

hundred years old

Centennial = a period of one hundred 

years

Cien = Spanish

Cent = French

Cento = Italian



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

Solution:

Deconstruct it: 

The Latin root word ‘cent’ means ‘one 

hundred’

‘Centi’ is a prefix = one hundredth



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

How to help your child be 

successful in Science.

Mr T Giles
Associate Assistant Head Teacher of Science



• Employers/colleges/6thforms/apprenticeships 
all respect science qualifications… Why? 

-Measures student’s ability to graft

• The largest areas of growth in jobs are in the 
science and tech sectors

• Science qualifications will make up 2 or 3 out 
of their total GCSE qualifications

• Their generation are likely to change jobs on 
average around 15 times in their working life 
and a strong start is invaluable

• Not long left…

S O   W E ’ R E   S I N G I N G   F R O M   

T H E   S A M E   H Y M N   S H E E T 

W H Y
G C S E   S C I E N C E 



• The task is significant, but taken a step at a time it is very doable.



Everyone. Every lesson. Every day.

The challenges:

• Lots to remember
• Getting what they know down in the right way
• Knowledge of practical experiments
• Understanding graphs and calculations



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Treating November Mock as a really valuable opportunity

Date Paper 

Tuesday 13th November Biology Paper 1 Combined and Triple 

Tuesday 20th November Chemistry Paper 1 Combined and Triple 

Thursday 22nd November Physics Paper 1 Combined and Triple 

 



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenge: Lots to remember

• Ensure your child is accessing Show my Homework

• Ensure your child has access to a revision guide (replacement stall)

• Remind them we are publishing each topic that is in the exam and putting the 
relevant page, knowledge organisers and questions on Show my Homework

• Remind them we will be using the answers from these tasks in the week before the 
mock (the first week back after half term)

• Make sure they are doing their KOR tasks that they have been provided with (next 
slide)





H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenges: Getting what you know down in the right way

Exam feedback letters

Ensure students use perfect papers

Answer variation questions



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenges: Knowledge of practical experiments

The practical books contain the experiments that need to be understood 
alongside questions
In the week leading up to the exam you could encourage them to re-answer 
questions or test them on details laid out in method.



H O W   C A N   I   S U P P O R T   M Y   C H I L D
I N   G C S E   S C I E N C E 

Overcoming the challenges: Understanding graphs and calculations

Students will be attending a “maths in science seminar”

After half term a maths in science book will be available to purchase


